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For the better regulating the COAL TRAD * to — by 
preventing the Fluctuation of the Price, and by that means neans reduce 
| it to a Standard at Billingſgate Market: . By Mich Method the 
' = Inhabitants will, at all Times, be ſupplied at a conſtant moderate 
Rate, in Time of Peace and | IMs for the futuragy | 


"* 
T is neceſſary to obſerve, the original cauſe for inhancing 5 price of 
coals is owing to impreſſing ſeamen from Admiralty protections, upon 
all emergencies, and immediately cauſes a general ſtagnatiin throughout the 
whole trade, which is entirely put to a ſtand; — n and an 
advance in the price, muſt enſue at market. | ee 


1. 


1 and treble, which was verified on the breaking out of laſt war, when wages 


advanced from thirty ſhillings to three, four, five, i IX, and ſe ven pounds per 
1 voyage, and that extra premium was moſtly. gained by, foreigners, for navi- 
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III. Prefling occaſions ſeamens wages and freight of coals to advance Youble 


gating ſhipping in the coal trade; on which account a large ſum of money 
Was carried abroad, and for ever loſt to the nation, our own ſeamen being 
either 
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either preſſed, or not daring to appear, The-freight was advanced from about 
five ſhillings per thaldron, paid in time oſ peace, to ten, fifteen, and often 
_ upwards of twen 4 ſhillings per chaldron; by which means the prices have been 


inhanced from Wenty-five ſhillings to forty, and ſometimes upwards of fifty 
ſhillings in the pogl pending the war, which is double the ſtandard price pro- 
poſed by this pla, But, at the loweſt eſtimation, ſuppoſing the advanced 
price only fix or en ſhillings per chaldron, or four or five and thirty in the 
pool, upon the affpual conſumption the extra charge to the conſumers evidently 


amounted to two hundred thouſand pounds annually, as no advance is made at 


Newcaſtle, or the other ſea ports, in the price of coals, nor duties nor other 
charges at loading or delivering, more in time af war than in time of peace. 


III. The 21 inſtance will ſhew what a heavy burthen the coal trade to 
London was lo with laſt war; which would not have been the caſe, had 
they had a few ſean en inviolably protected, to navigate their ſhips. For inſtance, 
a ſhip of three hi red tons burthen, in time of peace paid about twenty pounds 
for wages, and dilfing the war ſhips of equal burthen were at the expence of 


ſixty or ſeventy pgunds, which was an additional expence of fifty pounds upon 


a cargo of three hundred chaldron of coals, allowing the whole quantity con- 
ſumed in the pol 
the extra expenet Paid for ſeamens wages only, for navigating about ſeventy 
thouſand tons ofFhipping annually in this trade, colt the conſumers ſeventy 
thouſand Pounds. | 


"= * | | 
IV. The maſk and owners of ſhips, loaded with ſuch heavy expences, and 


loſs of time, foun@heir only means of recourſewas to inhance the price at market; 
neither could thegF otherwiſe be relieved ; for, inſtead of making ten or twelve 
voyages a year, they ſeldom made more than ſix, or exceeded ſeven; by which. 
means, not only the poor inhabitants in the port of London, but all over 
England, felt, ang F muſt always feel, ſuch embarraſſments befalling the co. 


trade; and, for wit of a ſufficient quantity coming to market, both the ſubjects 
and revenue ſuffeß * the deficiency « of the e 2 not being Ee. 
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of London fix hundred thouſand chaldron. It is evident 
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V. The high price of coals not only continued from che beginning to the 
ending of the war, but has been ſeveral years after, as upon the late affair which 
happened concerning Faulklands Iſlands with the Spaniards. On this occaſion, 
" 3F according to cuſtom, imprefling from protections was 1 on which 
account ſeamens wages, freight, and price was advanced at market; as before, 


and at all times, when any thing of this kind of rupture is Jin a handle is 


made by dealers, and the price of this moſt neceſſary article life always kept 
im a perpetual fluctuating ſtate, which muſt ever be the caſ@ if not prevented 
"| by the legiſlative power ; more eſpecially as this trade is carried on and fupporred 
by a powerſul body of men, connected at Billingſgate, who even will take the ad- 
vantage in time of ſcarcity, to monopoliſe and inhance the price to ſuch a degree, 
added to other heavy charges this trade is loaded with in time of war, that the 
conſumers have evidently been ſaddled with ſome extra millions in a few years, 
vl _, for that eſſential article of life. 


VI. The practicability of redreſſing theſe grievances muſt be by obtaining 
parliamentary protections, in like manner as in the Greenland trade, for twelve 
hundred ſeamen, which is about one third of the number of men inviolably 
protected in that fiſhery, and will be ſufficient to navigate the ſhipping employed 
| in this colliery ; otherwiſe, protecting that fiſhery on the preſent mode muſt be 

deemed a very partial one, if all other branches of our navigation are to be 
excluded, as it is conceived the coal trade is of much greater utility and conſe- 
| quence, as a national concern: It is therefore humbly ſubmitted, whether it is 
5 not, for many reaſons too obvious to mention, deſerving, and ought to receive 
| the 9 protection for their navigation alſo. 


| VII. As ſoon as the aforeſaid' protections can be obtained, no 1 for 
| | inhancing the price of coals can exiſt, as hitherto its utility will immediately be 
| ; - | evinced, the ſhipping paſſing and repaſſing, the ſame in war as in peace, and by 
| | | the reduction of ſeamens wages and freights of coals, from the exorbitant hire 
| aforeſaid to a moderate rate, with which ſeamen will be much better ſatisfied, 
being relieved. from the terror and hardſhip they undergo, by being impreſſed | 
| from their families, for which no wages can retaliate, neither will there be any 
vcralion to a foreigners, as beforementioned, at a heavy 1 to the nation. 


| * 0 | | VIII. The 
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VIII. The nurfſber of ſeamen required to navigate the coal trade appears as 
follows, viz. A p of three hundred tons burthen, conſtantly employed and 
kept running witihut interruption, can with eaſe make ten voyages a year, as 
J have made thirtgen voyages in three quarters of a year, viz, from Candlemas 
to Martinmaſs, Mh a ſhip of the ſame burthen; which makes it evident that 
one ſhip of threeYundred tons can eaſily bring to market three thouſand chaldron 
of coals annuallyMFand two hundred fail of equal burthen, ſo employed, muſt. 
evidently ſupply Wwards of ſix. hundred thouſand chaldron, a ſufficient quan- 
tity for the conſ{mption ; for which purpoſe twelve hundred foremaſt men, 
protected, and diyided amongſt the aforeſaid quantity of tonnage, by allowing 
ſix men to each ip of three hundred tons, or to others in proportion to their 
burthen, being mgre or leſs, will effect what is propoſed, \ - 


IX. That, for ſhe better preſervation of the nurſery of ſeamen, it is propoſed, 
that the number & men protected ſhall be limited to two able men to every 
hundred tons bWthen, excluſive of a mate and carpenter, which will lay the 
maſter and ownefgs under a neceſſity of indenturing more ſervants than ever 
before; and if gfſanted in favour of married men, who have families, by being 
at home every vaſtage to ſee their younger ſons brought up, who, when at age, 
are generally putþut.apprentices to ſea ; by which means the nurſery of ſeamen, 
ſo valuable to is nation, will ever be preſerved, and perpetually encreaſed, 
inſtead of being Þſperſed and turned adrift, as in the laſt war, which was too 
evident by the baſs taken under the protection of the Marine Society and Juſtice 
Fielding, who were generally the deſerted offspring of ſoldiers and failors, 
preſſed and coll pelled into his Majeſty's ſervice, and perhaps never more 
heard, of; and uy courſe the family diſperſed and loſt to the community, 


from NewcaſtleFWec. to London, on which depends the whole that is wanted 


The moſt eſte Ll point to be ſettled by this regulation, is the freight of coals | 
to fix the ſtanda©price at Billingſgate market, to the mutual ſatisfaction of the 
& 


- maſters and owl rs of colliers, and the conſumers in the port of London, 4 
F conſidered, how to prevent any. cauſe of complaint from the |. 


owners of ſhipping, and to ſecure a proper tu 


2 price 


——_—_ — 


for the coſumprion, by continuing the colliers in the trade; Therefore, the 4 


we 


price ſhould be fixed fo as to be adequate, and upon a footing vith the annual 


freight, ſettled and paid by merchants and traders * 2 the kingdom, 


in all other branches of our navigation; otherwiſe the colliers will, io courſe, / 
be driven out of this trade to ſeek better employment, which is the caſe at 
preſent, owing to the time of profound peace, and the openneſs of the late 


winters; without any alarms of preſs gangs to raiſe the price of coals in the 
pool; and ſo far I dare venture to ſay, maſters and owners of ſhips are now, 


and have been for ſome time paſt, ſelling coals at market greatly under prime 


coſt ; and that the tonnage employed are loſing at this preſent time at the rate of 
50,900). a year, a balance they ought at all times to gan, to refit the ſhip- 
ping, with the ware and tare of their annual Voyages 3 which is an evident 
proof of the fluctuating ſtate this trade is always in, in peace and war, and 
ſhews the indiſpenſible neceſſity of keeping up a ſtandard price at Billingſgate 
market ; otherwiſe the port of London can never be properly ſupplied with 
coals. For inſtance, coals are now ſold in the pool for 25 ſhillings per chal. 

dron, and if any rupture comes in agitation, in a very ſhort time the price will 
be inhanced cent per cent, upwards of 50 ſhillings per chaldron, double the 


ſtandard price herein ptopoſed, by this regulation being made, ſo'much wanted, 


and more effectually, as the coal trade is undoubtedly the greateſt branch of 


mercantile navigation belonging to this nation, or any other in the known 


world, for tonnage of ſhipping, and craft to carry it on, the number of men 


employed, and as a nurſery for ſeamen; beſides all its immenſe dependencies 


throughout the kingdom; yet the worſe conducted and carried on, for fifty 
years paſt, of any other branch of navigation belonging to this nation, and 


certainly requires the ſerious conſideration and attention of the Miniftry and 
Parliament, for its future ſupport, protection, and W zo Ig wanted 


| for the benefit of the nr eat in Jn. 


f 4 


- Laſtly, that Pewag ſeamen to navigate the ollen may not be of y 
| hindrance to manning the navy, it is humbly propoſed, that the port of Lon- 


800 ſhall, in conſideration of ſuch protection granted by government, upon 


the firſt notice e given, immediately raiſe and Need the ing 1 of able 
83 Sh, | - ſeamen» 
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' ſeamen, man for man, to ſerve as volunteers on board the Royal Navy and the 

money required for that purpoſe of paying the bounties, to be by a requiſition of 
the conſumers ern of one penny per chaldron, which will be full ſufficient for 
obtaining that number of ſeamen ; an acquiſition much to the advantage of go- 
vernment, by — them without expence, and upon the ſame equitable prin- 
ciple relieves the inhabitants of all degrees, within this great metropolis, from 
a heavy burthen they have long laboured under; owners of ſhips, inſtead of 
relying on the unceftainty of a market, as at preſent, will always receive a re- 
gular ſ-ttled freighty as in other trades of navigation, according to the cuſtom 
of merchants, #2 


It is neceſſary to obſerve, the preſent time is the moſt eligible for carrying 
this plan into execution, more eſpecially as the price of coals is now reduced to 
a much lower ebb than it has been for many years paſt; but after the price is 
once inhanced at market, as beforementioned, it is not practicable to reduce it 
on a ſudden, which has been too often fatally experienced of late years, in and 
about this metropolis and more eſ] en e the labouring poor. 


That, in a ſupply the indigent poor, within the bills of mortality, by 
the peck and buſhgl, and to prevent che diſtreſs they are commonly driven to 
in the ſeverity of hard winters, it is propoſed, that every pariſh. ſhall erect a 
warehouſe, and lay n one thouſand chaldron each, or two ſtores of five hun- 

dred chaldron, or what quantity ſhall! be thought proper; depoſited as maga- 

- Zines to fupply the different coal ſheds, to meaſure out the coals to the poor 

confumers 3: and that each coal ſhed ſhall be licenſed, and obliged to retail at a 

certain price, witer and ſummer, according to the ſtandard regulated at Bil. 

lingſgate market 3 to be ſettled weekly by the Lord-Mayor the fame. as 

Bread; which, according to this, plan, cannot exceed eleven pence per 

buſhel, full meaſure; and, conſidering how they are ſerved with ſhort 

meaſure, and advance in the price, will at leaſt be a ſaving, i in time of peace, of | 

two · pence per buſhel; which, according to the annual (conſumption, allowing | 

one buſhel-per weck, or one chaldron and a half to every two perſons, per an- 
num, by. eſtimatigp, the the quantity conſumed, by peck and buſhel, may be 

180.00 chaldron, at two-pence per byſhel, which will ſave tlie poor, in that 

caſe, forty or fifty N pounds a year leſs than they have paid for went 


years paſt. 
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An Inveſtigation of the Coal Trade from New- - 
caſtle to London, &c. 


Newcaſtle Charges. Prime coſt paid fitters from 135. to «x5, 
155, per chaldron, the average 145. 


making per keel — 112 — 
Keel dues 110 a 
Duke of Richmond's Duty 15. per 

chaldron, — | 2 
Cuſtom-houſe and Trinity fees — 5 — 


N. B. One keel produces about 15 chaldron London meaſure 15)145) 0.9: 8 


London Charges. King's and Orphans duty per chaldron 

Meetage 

Cuſtom- houſe and Trinity fees, &c. 

Charge of delivery per chaldron 
London charge On 

In time of peace, Freight per regulation O 


Total charge in the pool I 
Sunderland charges. Prime colt paid fitters, from 125. to 145. 
per chaldron, the average 13s. per 


O © 0 o 
O O o * 
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keel 
Keel dues 
Cuſtom-houſe and Trinity, Sc. 
o 8 8 
London charges as above o 11 4 
Settled freight 0-7-0 
— 
Total charge oh EE. 
Hartley and Blyth Prime coſt paid the coal owners 125. per — 
charges. chaldron, — 96 — 
Cuſtom-houſe and Trinity dues 2 5 — 
e I 750100 o 68 
| London charges as above O 11 4 


Settled freight +. 429 78 
Total charge „ 
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